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Arrival of the Missioﬁggiés at Lake Gannanthaa. Their Recep-

tion by the Onnondagss.

On the eleventh of June, at three o'clock, ag stated above,

the party, having successfully arrived at the head of Gannantahsas
over

River, joyfully pasequ?ﬁwtha_mabe§~ei the lake of the eame name.
Now with Lake Gannantahaa unfolding its charming sheet of

water before their eyes, and cheeved by thes aazﬂalm%iglonwﬁﬁ their

lese

moment's halt before effectuating their definite stop. Taking five

Feeen . ... |, .. The thunder-like rambling report followed immediste-
1y by the discharge of all the arquebuses of the crew was the firet
selute the French sent forth to the inhabitants of the country.

The whole resounding power of those cast-iron throats combined with
the firing of forty or fifty rifles, hurled their bewildering waves,
cays the French Relation, far over the water which by travelling in
the infinite gpace above, carried their regounding repereguegion

far through the atmosphere and the surrounding forests with a mar-
vellous effect to the eare. Then the PFrench pioneers launched again
their ittle fleet, and thig time for a definite landing. The 33im-
ited distance left ahead of them, afforded no chance for any impor-
tant gpectacular evolution, only that all the boats were made to ad-
vance in parallel lines of four abreasgst, all paddled in perfect cea-
dency. After operating their final landing, a eecond military salute
wag executed like the firet, and with g0 much.dexterity as to strike
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with wonderment the whole crowd of =medigis Indians
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wonderment on the shore.

On the very bank of the lake, ?wo tribunes had been put up by or-
der of the elderg for the. fatherqﬁtéxéfand with their suite, and
ba duly welcomed with address and harangues uttered by the best
authorized mouth-piecegs of the nation.

Everything was being done pranle and courteoquy according

to Indian protocol, when, alas : ;
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obliged both harunpued and haranguers to gcamver away under nearest
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shelters, This abrupt &nd prosaic evolution had not been foreseen, of

couse, nor included in the program either; it is why that etmospheric
unpleagentnase would have not happened without causihg a certain amount

of confusion in the middle qf the cerémony. Beverthelege, after all
the personages were well under roof, the officious did continue, but

with less inspiration and exterior solemnity...

It ise, it seems, characterietic of that‘gigii;‘ggax@iiairace

to be demonstrative and exaggerate in the expression of their

Joye and affections by resorting to what ie most in flattering wordd
and demonstrative actes; as aleo are they inversely exaggerated in
their recentment and hatred, by recurring to acts of extra-cruelty.
However the Iroquois on thig occagion manifested the sentiments

of their hearte, not only by words full of tenderness and flattery
&g the old Relation has it, but moreover by their eyes, their ges-
ticulations and their whole countenance--chanting and dancing

around tha cabing where the missionaries had retired, forced by deccumul
Ffrom

ated fatlgdsg\
the Indiane' delicateness of sentiment toward the Fathers went to

their long journey to take a ¥Peneficient rest. Then

that extent as to concur even to their rest by songe best adapted to
goothe their spirite and induce Morpheus to lull them into a calm
and resgstful sleep.

On the ensuing morning, the twelfth of July, seeing themselves

on awakening, safe and rested after sn immense journey full of



perils, with their feet on soldd ground and according to all pros-
pecte full of promise: and was 1t with a deep sentiment of grat -

AN
itude to God, that the Misgionaries and their group felt dispoged
to join in for the chanting of the great lLatin hymn of the "Te
Deum" to render homage to the Divine MajJesty far the happy ter-

regrination., | c
mination of theifpei“g . That simple aet of religion was followed

immediately by a grggggzhone--the Holy Mege which was said on an

improvised .. rustic altar, during which dedication was made to

'God‘s royalty in the name of the immolated victim, of the immense
land newly entered upon.

The 16th of July, which was a Sunday, the first Lord'a day the
pllgrime ever saw rise on the Iroquois soil, was & day of vivid im-
preggions and of a speciég ;ouvenir; the gouvenir of & promige they

had made to Cod, n: which they}?pledgédthemselves to receive Holy Com-
munion in a body to obtain from God aid and protectién for a gafe
passage through all the dangers of the route and to arrive all un-
injured to the term of their journey. Now being granted the favor,
they all approached the Sacrament of the Altar at s High Mage chant-
ed with all the colemnity poesible according to locel wegources.

The following day, the whole staff was advised to be in read -
iness for the preliminery work towards building the necegsary
lodgementes destined to shelter the different communities, and other
dependenciés fo angwer all the requiremente of tﬁe Mieggion to
operate well. :

The gite wag on an eminence, with a comuonding view upon the
whole lake and the surrounding country. A place as advantageous
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ag it was beautiful, with sources of soft water in abundance in

the surrounding ground.



of men of &1l tradee entirely devote d to the
misgionarieg, the migsion was in & chort time and in & fair shape, the
supplied with the necescary cet of:buildinge, which afterward were
gurrounded with a good palisade by manner of fortification.

Rev. Father Lamercier, the Superior--who by God's kindness,
had recovered from sickness, taking with him fifteen of the men,
presumably selecting those best "endowed with walking ability, leav-
ing the others at work, started on a march of twelve miles to
Onnondaga Village on an official vieit to ite inhabitante.

The people, upon information of their coming , started in a
large number to meet them on the way. On confronting the vieiting
party, they turned back and started accompanying the group toward
the village, as:,gsoort~ of honor. Divided in two rows, occupying
both eides of the road, they kept marching in solemn silence. The
mere sight of those strangers, dressed in such a fashion as the
military PFrench unlform g0 contrasting with the loose and primi-

tive Indian ﬁ&a#‘of clothes, was quite a gpectacle for thece peeaﬁe

who, but for a few exceptions had never contemplated sach humean

: —tnden Zhe &
beings in their livee. Nlo wonder, then, if o S e iated
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gelf took the lead of the march, the French following between the

two lines of people. The miseionaries in full Jesuit attire were

comlng'behlnd him, followed up by & captain to prevent the crowd Y,

from coming TGacloee to ‘him. On reaching the village's pagn%nx,
FPather Iamercier's men fired their arquebuses in & £al¥0: which

all the natives much to enjoy and admire.
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The cabin of the most notable captain wes thrown open to let
these rare vigitors in. They were treated with a surpriging civil-
ity by those go redoubted Indiene, one would suppose totall; de-
void of delicateness of sentiment and courtesy... Fruits of all
kinde, in their naturel growth from incult nature, meat proceed-
ing direetly from the hunt, all what they had beet in matter of
food was get before themfspontaneously and copiousl;,during the
ten days which Pather 3uperior<§chiendase} ag called by the Iro-
quoig, had to epend among them.'This portion of time wag moré than
well filled by the Jesuit, employing himgelf in diplomatic inter-
views with the deputies from different nations of the Iroquoisg
Confederation, aseisting at their pablie councils in which presents
were exchanged in token and in testimony of tdaedss mutual good will,
preparing thus the ground for the éowing of God's 3°1¥~W9?d agq¢d28po-
these barbarian natures to the acceptance of the Faith.

On the twentg{ourth of July, the Onnondaga castle was inunds-
ted by an eztraordinaryrconcouree of people. Delegates from differ-
ent nations had repaired thereto to attend a genersl council con-
vocated by the Onnondaga chiefs to gettle a serious'casus. belld
between the Sonontouans and the Mohawks who had recently killed a
Sonontouan war captain in Three Rivers digtriet, and at the scame
time to discuss among themeselves the impogtant wuestion oFf the eg-
tablishment of the French Catholic Mission at ILake Gannantaha.
Never, according to any living Indian':z memory had there been held
such a numerous assembly on their land before.

The dispute between the two nations mentioned above, the solu-
tion of which had bheen committed to the judgment of ARchiendade
wag soon terminated. As to the Prench migcion, &8l1l agreed with an
extraordinary benevolence in having it established in their midet.

‘With the final agrecment of the ascembly on the debated queg -
tiong, and judgments passed on matters gubjected to discuseion, the

general council had reached ite culminent point.



emAdingd :
It reabed presently for the assembly to rass on to the final

item of ite program-- *he offering'of presents. This ceremony was
among the Indians of old, specially among the Iroquoig, equivalent
to the eigning of treaties or contracte among civilized nations.
These presents were offered and accepted reciprocally by the con-
tracting parties, as tokens of their mutusl parpoge to stand by
the things ggreed:upon, or as & public act atteeting their engage-
mént and destined to make both interested parties reciprocally se-
cured apgainet failure on the part of the other in fulfilling the
agfeement expressed by the proferred pifts.

The Missionarieg, in provigion of thesge conventionalities of
Indian dihlomacy in these countries, had not come to this interna-

o ek They bad

tional coundil with empty hande. Ten presenteywere rfroduced bi—ihem
to thef%;gs>of the national assembly. '

The handing of presentg in like circumstance, was vested with
a particular solemnity, and the occasion “or the Indiang, especially
the Iroquois, who were great haranguers, of remarkable sffemte 2la;
of oratory art. in the interpretation and explanation of those pre-
gsente, as each had to be digtinetly commented gevarately and spedi-
fieglliy.

ki fell upomn father Chaumonot to fulfill this Function in the

name of hig Confreres in the present occasion as he knew end talked

[urs

the Iroquois language with the flueney and perfection of one born

an Iroquoise, and which he did in s way which gave ceredit to his &bi-
%uAuAu4AA7' : 5 : -
Meantime, the whole ascembly war eagerly waiting in gilence for

the firet present to be held up %o their gaze by the Miesionary.

But at this moment something else took place quite unexpectedly

for the assistants. At g signal piven, the Missionaries and the

French laymen fell on their kneeg; hate removed and hande Joined in



prayer, they started the Latin hymn Veni Creator which they all
csang with a 1oudvand vigorous intonation up to the end with an 811-
goul sccent. This liturgical song produced a tremendous effect over
all those presgent.

Then Father Chaumonot rising from his knees, proceeded to the
presentation of ten beautiful presents, sonsisting of W&mpu@belts,
made to soothe theirigéiéEHTfesented from the death: of many of
their estimable captaine killed recently at war, and wipe away the
tears which were gtill wetting their faces.

Some of these precents were destined alco to make revive in the
Faith some brave Chrigtian men and women of their nation who had
pagsed away in the Lord after the ineign happinescs of being made
children of God through Baptiem. Then with an additional degree
of force in hie voice he said that Onnondapga Village beine by the
importance of ite Goungil-Mouse held ag the(;apital of all the
Irogaois(zantons—~ Ahochiendagese, its C;ptain, being in this
acéount the foremost(:hief over all others in the country--
Achiendage (meaning Father Superior) as euch, beiﬁg Onontio's
( meaning the Governor of Quebec) spokesman, came over therefore
to this country to join and help Ahochiendagese to rebuild the
fallen cabins and keep the good ones from erumbling, =snd- eapecially
to defend the country against all perturbators of the peace.

The father offered two other presents, as recognition and thank-

fulness for the gplendid end courteous welcome tendered to the

m

migeionaries and their party on their arrival among them, and for



their insistence in inviting them to come and abide in their midet.
-The gecond was to engage them to put afloat one canoe with megsen-
gerg to bring the good newe to Onontio, and the Fathers at Quebec.

All thesze and many other friendly and courteous comments
voiced by the father over each present were listened to with signs
of great gatisfaction and wonderment at hie doing thinges go well
‘in accordance with their own ways.

After presenting the last gift, PFather Chaﬁmonot, raising the
tone of his vokce with a supplementary accent of inspiration, start-
ed on a new theme: "Dear Cousine of mine," he began, "if you pres-
ently see ug in this country of yours, it is for motives and saim
other than temporal gain, such as would ﬁhe vulgar profession of
traders. In coming here our ejes are visudlizing thinge of a higher
nature and more substantial. Your faws are too little in value be-
fore our eyee to induce us to undertake a voyage like the one we
have accompliched, so beset with ircredible hardshipe and infinite
dencers. Keep your beaverg for the common traders with whom you
entertain commercial relatione; even those that would incidentdify/
fell into our hande would be employed for your benefit. We do not
look for perishable thinge. Faith ie all what could ihduce us to
quit our own country, to abandon parents, relatives and friende. In
behalf of the Faith uniquely have we come across the vast ocean

over to Quebec firet, and then from our large ships of Europe have

we paeeeé—éﬁz% yeur narrow and thin bark canoes like youre and

1

gtarted paddiing, bended kneee, the whole wey long u§ to this re-
mote country of yourg, for the same purpose J@u«y«ﬂkabandoned our
gpacious and commodious habitations to take up our abode under
bark roofs. For the Faith and Faith alonf have we equally renounced
the sweet and tasty dishes to which oar stomachs had been accug-

tomed eince infancy, to partake of your sagami%yr(corn grit) which



would be despised even by the pcorest of the poor in Prance.”

Then taking a wampumbelt (Collier de Porcelain) of a very
gkilfull workmanship, the Migsionary continued;
"For the Paith.. the Paith alone am I holding up ‘thig rich pres-
ent, and open my mouth to gummon you to remember the pledge you
took when you went to Quebec, where you pleaded for our coming
to your country. There you promised solemnly that you would lend
an open ear to the word of the God of Heaven and earth. This word
of God is in my mouth, listen to it. I am one of his meggengers
whom he has gent to give you advice that His Son was made man for

our salvation: that this God made Man is ag much & God &

471

Hig

Divine Eternal Pather, and is ag much az Hig Father the Prince of
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the world, the Master of 1life and the ruler of 2ll men. As su-
preme God, He has prepared in His heaven, Hig éteraal dwelling,
infinite and endless pleagures for those who would believe Hisg
word end obgserve His commandments; whereas He has lighted =&
horrible and eternal fire in the depth of eternal abyss, which
we call hell, for the torment of those who would dare refusge

to add Faith to Hig Divine Doetrine.

Hothing ies there to be found in this doctrine but what is
mogt reasonable. It commande ug to honor, to love and acknowledge
Him ag the Author ef all thinge whatsoever the universe contains.
Would one'g reason and mind dare to rebel against trauthe sgo sane
and go conformed to our nature? Jesus Christ who is the Sonfof

He who hsa

L}

made all thinge, who has come itto this workd, is the

very reason why my ascociates and I appear before you in your very



country &l all other apostles like ug gent by the game Master to
all other countries of the earth. It is th2e command of the ILord
God of Heéven that opens our mouths and looseng our tongues to
gpeak. We are so sure of the truth of all what we teach in the
name of the Lord that we would willingly give up our lives to
maintain them if it were neéessary. 1f ye rebuke them in your
heart let it be known to ye all, Mohawke, Onnondagas, Sonnontouans,
Oneidag and Cayucas that Jesue Chriet who animated my heart and

my voice ¢hall justify Himeelf against sll chargeg of unjust.cee
severity whatsoever your despaired souls might hurl from the centre
of eternal flames as chastisement due to infidelity.

Therefore gpare yoursgelves that awful doom by your sﬁbmission
to the saving law. Be converted. Be ye not the cause of ghur own
perditdpn. Obey the ruling power of the most High." This language
full of apostolic Dbadldnees 2nd liberty was heard with & religious
gilence. Although unaccustomed to hear such things, the ears'thaq

heard them, bore them without provoking the least murmur nor mani-

ct:
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festing the lea ipn of impatience. The eyes of the hearers, their

mouthe, all thei

H

countenence gave evidence of an immenge and deep
impression produced in the bottom of their souls. Satigfaction
together with amazement were filling their hearts, and the appro-
bation wag genered.

St. Paul hed not produced greater gtupefaction by his famous
speechin the o0ld city of Athend than did Father Chatlmonot' s eddrese
to thig areopage of illiterate barbarians gathered at Onnondaga;
with the difference that ﬁhe Apoctle was refused audition to thé
end of hie epeech and approbation denied him, whereags PFather Chau-
monot'e audience was kept under the gpell of wonderment and pleas-
urable #nterest up to the conclusion whis wag marked by an ex-

plosion of approbative cheers, and felicitations. «
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On the’ following morning, 25th of July the sun had hardly
risen entirely #bove the horizon when the deputies of all these
netiong, in a hurry to leave for their respective countrieg,
and etill under the spell of enthusiasm from the previous eve-
nin%ycame to bid goodby to the Missionaries, with a formulae
of their own which they accompanied withlmost amiable and cor-

dial thanks.

On the 27th the Miesionaries and their party returned to
Lake Gannantaha: they found the men busy pushing with ardor the
congtruction work of the new mission to be called Ste. Marie of
Gannantahsa, (in memory of their beloved Mission Ste. Marie, at the
Humong', which was no more, having been devastated by the Iro-
quoig in 1649) Alresdy the compact of buildings to be raised, in-
cluding the chapel were in full course of ereetiion, & sign that the
gtaff left there had been far from idle.

Meantime also with the material work going on et Lake Gannan-
taha, .the spiritual had its full attention on the part of the Nig-
gionaries at Onnondaga firet, congisting in catechising in the al-
ready existing little chapel, visiting the cabing, baptizing the
babieg and instructing the sick, baptizing them to procure them the
happiness of 2 Chrigtian death. The minietry work kept them busy
from morning till nieht. On invitations from the other villages, the
Jeguite pushed their apostnlic coursei even onto the Cayucas, with
Pather Rene Menard as Pagtor, and the Sonnontouang where Father

Chaumonot worked at founding & mission of great promige.
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Unfortunately guch gplendid and promising beginnings ans-
wered not the condident hopes the Founder had conceived therefrom.

It wae not long until the seeming peace atmosphere in which
they had been moving, became disturbed by rumors of war coming
from different gections of the country. One year of peace had
hardly been enjoyed and already fhe 1roquois resented the weight
of it on their warring wumor. In this mood forgetting their solemn
engegements, they had anew resorted to acte of hostility against
the Prench of Quebec and Montreal during the last season and had

tl

made victime among them.

The Mohawie on their part who had wmever been quite reconciled
with that treaty of peace of one and a half year previousXy, did
not want it to live. Ma¥inc war propapganda among their gister
tribee they succeeded in making prosylites in their midst. Already
regiments of warriors had entered into campaign towards the re-
giong of the great St. Lawrence, the usual field of discords.
While in their home country, councils of war were being held, in
which decision was reached and agreed upon by a large represention
to exterminate, when circumstances should Le deemed favorable,
all the inmates of the Prench Migsion established at Lake Gannan-
taha.

All these plottings were to be kept gsecret, of course; but the
French pioneers were not without a suspicion as to what was taking

t

place in the %fancte sacntoram™ of the counéil—lodges of these peo-

pleg,

Many

m

igns were there in the enrronndirg 2tmosphere warning
the missionaries of 2 storm being in preparation overhead. Things
were at that point when an authentic report of what was poing on
reached the superior of the misgion.

Through God'52;2iﬂ, a certain kind and sympathetic Chief ac-
quainted with the resolution passed at the council of the nations,

declared to the missionaries 811 about the danger that was menacing

the whole miggion.



